pajuaaard miduay ajqenmiaiur pue uonezreedio Fungeq “Opfs MO s pue
‘Inymrey 2y Suome ydsoxa anfoa Aerodursyuod Juedmudis ou pey “opuarims
UEIUOSIPEIA] 513 51032q 380l Q] ur poysiqnd ‘S9)E1G PoJIL) ST} JO FUSMID
-A095) Ay} jo Aorjo pue sopdourrg sy oqur Anmbuy auy “yrom jea1d sipy ‘paje
-1a53exa uavq oary pouad Iaje 31} 0] SUORNQINUOD §IOMKER], UaAD 121
'SUBIIOS
S[OB[ 31} JO SPULIL SY} UL PIAIA DIOW UOTL 2154 ‘[eABN}3q JO B3 UE JSOUIE
se euidliA Jo uSa1 oyy papieSal pey oym ‘nodey pue ydiopuey ‘ofdey,
‘suptuostaya| [eorper sy, aferoy A10sungiad pue andea slow (s popioooe
1M BOIUCIA] pue UOSIPEJ ‘uaIng uea sdeqiad osaes suernosyor[ Supesg
a1y Jo Ave uo somanpyur [euosad ou pey ‘pajonb pue pazsst Appm ydnory
JIBSWIIL UOSIOPS[ "$30USIJIP Y} SJEISISPUN 0} ASED ST 3 ng “Aoemom
-3p UEIUOSIOYS[ JO UOISISA PANNUIZ]ap PUE PODEIY-PIEY S10UI JEYMOUIOS B
se papredor Aadoid aq ued Aomourap wetmose( jeyy oadse Aas s 10y
[eyuswepuny pue Jurpearode os sem wstuemostoya| jo wonendsur arpf,

II

"fe1a,] uyo| ‘a100[y Al ‘sueal ‘[ o) 4q papumod
X3 PUE $2qqo)) werap Aq Apewd pajepnuno; ‘uouipeny toger-oid oy
pue ‘dusforquieyy “Ypruipag ‘Nefs] “fnon 4q eousumry wr papunodxs pue
ynwg wepy 4q Apuewd payenueiog ‘uonipen ogsgodouourriue a3 Ajqeion
‘ssouanpul 1sa1] Jo uosnyur ot Aq paUsIFuaI}s Seam SOUEBIIAYUI UBTUOSIORS(
Y3 INq ‘WSIUENIOSIafS[ JO [PAIADL B SeA 1 ‘A[[EJISEG SUORIPEI} [ENPOS]
21U [eTaAns w0 #o1p Adeiaowap werosyr| ‘Aydosopiyd [ewos Lue ayry
*o3e3s 3s7eyrded [e1aqI € U7
OPSaLY JO 22}UBIENS S1) SI Y2IM A)300S JO 331 S} PUR AJUNMIIGD SSa
1SNq 913 Ueas)aq {F8n1s dunnpua juyy Jo aseqd umsULUIY PU0das B ISYjEI
sem Ademowap ueruosyor[ xo[duloo SIOW JEMAWOS SI0M YOIYM §10BJ B1]
uterdxa jou sa0p ‘ssaursng Frq jsurede soorpnford onsnI yam paypy wstu jus[orA
3OS JUBUIIA0E 1} oqur Fumyr “enuory oy jo uosordxe ay} sem AoEIDoW
-op uemuosyoe( jeyy pusday ayp, -3 1surede L(dreys jsowr pajoes: pue Iamod
$89UISN JO JINEU 3} POOISISPUL 53¢ YIMIM sEF 1) Wo1y ydnous A[ernyeu
JWEd SEVpl UBIHOSYOR[ OISEQ U], 'YINOS PUE JSIAN 9SEF ‘Udwm Surroqey
pue s1awrey ‘sdnoxd jsiendesuou suyy Jo Jysueq o} 107 ‘wIsiseq ATurRUI
‘sdnoi1d onsyegides sy jo 1omod oy} [o1ued 0} SBAL warqord sgwads oy T,

. Koemoo)sue
oy woy Avexowrap sy sajeredas Ajpenjodiad yorga Arepunoq sy Aoms
-3p JOUUEd JESJOD Y “AJOT00S JO UOISIAID 93 §8 [ewIs se &1, ‘Suofarquiery
"0 pres amod 1o 5(33nns oy, ‘Susesoun aq prnom 1yfy sy ‘wonsoddo

S SJE[IYIUUE JOU Op SUOLII[3 33) 20UIG 'sSB[d [Juis B ur Iargyiny ramod -

PUE [i[Easm 8)eUdUG) 0} jdwalE £1949 3siso1 0} sem mou weifoxd oyfg,
. uonEZIUERS [EOYI0d U0 SE ‘YI[EOM JO UONNQIISIP SY3 SIENSI YoIqM SMe[
Y3 uo juspuadap se 53mb ST 19p10 [EWOS FEYY,, N0 ‘I WETAL PRATISqO

uosYorf MaIpuy Jo BI 3L QIT

608

“dieduroyy pue umorg ‘sprT jo notsstrad Ag c1f ‘1o8usepag g Inpry
A9 €261 @ ‘$p61 1yBeddoD “1f ‘wBursappog y myny Aq ‘wosyoe[ jo afiy oy woig

198} Y3 JO [NIPIEFAISIP 00} Udaq 210J03R1AY 248 30, "UOrO301d 2105 OU
paproge sastwrord peonrjod pue suondiosard [euonninsEey) | [nyamod alour
juajod a3 pue Toydu You oyy SR 03, JUSWAACW Y3 3sutede a31un 03 sAey
pInos sassep Zuonpord ayy ‘Araqy ueyy oarssord oy paysta £ayy J1

« SATASWIBYY uodn xey e st asuadxs oy
-Ud 313 Jey) areMe Furaq Jnoypm ‘wayy punore g saoeed pue Supuss
soniedound 295 £y, ‘100d 3597 SOA[ISUIAN} 216, ‘[[EPUSY SOUIY PIBs , ‘Yi[eam
[1e 2onpoid oys asoy L, T0QE[ IDG3 JO 831y a4y jo sassep Suryiom arj
dms 03 s[qe o1ojarary sEm 31 :93Es 2Y) 1040 Tomod I ‘I[B aa0qe ‘ssard iy
PUE UOQEINPS Jo [0Ruod sy ‘suoljeiodiod pue syueq jo spoayau sy ydnorg
PIUEDd S} ur spred U] P[or 0) PaIIpIsuod sea AJUnuIniod ssatrsng
Y, IO Ay} 10 Qrunmiod ssewsng syj pue ‘puey oo oY} uo ‘s1aroqef
PUE SIDUNE] Ay—sossep | Fupnpord-wou, pue | Fupnpord, sy u3amiaq
£a0s wr Pyuos pajoordasp e sem 12U} JEY} POASI[Aq SUBIUOSYIE[ oY,

I

"POCISISPUN 3¢ JQUUED
Aep sy jo sapeq fued o YOIy NOYIM punoxdoeq [enydapEyur oy
papraord 31 “s19339] ajeanrd o3 sreroyps sadedsmon woyy ‘saydaads dunys o3

-sodessow [enuaprsard woiy asmodsip [eonod Jo [aaap 1948 wo ¢+ ‘pajeyser

PUE P3JEIS SEA 37 “Ieap sem A}awos noqe Supuigy jo 4em sup jo supno
oL, ‘Aydosormd rewos reonoeid jo PUr{ B 0UI I9y}o3o} PaIdtuuIEy SHTINp}
3 jo sa3Fnns oy yorgm sastuard Uo pasar TONN[OAS] UBIUOSYOE( 3]

AJumuuIo;) ssaursng Iy}
'SA AJBII0WwI(] uerosyouf

1f “1a8ursopydg A Iy




Jacksomian Democracy vs. the Business Community 211

it ever from gaining wide currency. By Jackson’s presidency it was long out
of print. In 1835 it was reported unobtainable in New York and to be pro-
cured only “with great difficuity” in Virginia. There is little trace of its
peculiar terminology in the Jacksonian literature.

While the Inquiry properly endured as the most brilliant discussion of
the foundations of democracy, many of its details were in fact obsolete by
1830. It was oriented to an important degree around the use of the national
debt as the mechanism of aristocracy; in Jackson’s day the debt had been
extinguished but the aristocracy remained. Moreover, Taylor's arguments
against executive power, against the party system and for a revivified militia
had lost their point for the Jacksomians. George Bancrolt voiced a widely
felt need when he called, in 1834, for a general work on American society.
“Where doubts arise upon any point relating to the business of government,”
one radical wrote in response, “no dependence can be placed upen any
treatise that has yet appeared which professes to discuss this subject. You
must draw upon your own. resources, you must think,—and think alone.”

The obsolescence of Taylor was caused by the enormous change in the
face of America. The period of conservative supremacy from 1816 to 1828
had irrevocably destroyed the agricultural paradise, and the Jacksonians were
accommodating the insights of Jefferson to the new concrete situations. This
process of readjustment involved a moderately thorough overhauling of
favorite Jeffersontan doctrines.

"The central Jefferson hope had been a nation of small freeholders,
each acquiring thereby so much moral probity, economic security and po-
litical independence s to render unnecessary any invasion of the nights or
liberties of others. The basis of such a society, as Jefferson clearly recognized,
was agriculture and handicraft. What was the status of the Jeffersonian hope
now that it was clear that, at best, agriculture must share the future with
industry and finance?

Orestes A. Brownson exhausted onc possibility in his essay on “The
Laboring Classes.” He reafirmed the Jeffersonian demand: “we ask that
every man become an independent proprictor, possessing enough of the
goods of this world, to be able by his own moderate industry to provide for
the wants of his body.” But what, in practice, would this mean? As Brownson
acknowledged years later, his plan would have “broken up the whole modern
commercial system, prostrated the great industries, . . . and thrown the mass
of the people back on the land to get their living by agricultural and mechan-
ical pursuits.” Merely to state its consequences was to prove its futility. The
dominion of the small freeholder was at an end.

The new industrialism had to be accepted: ban¥s, mills, factories, in-
dustrial capital, industrial labor. These were all distasteful realities for ortho-
dox Jeffersonians, and, not least, the propertyless workers. “The mobs - of
great cities,” Jefferson had said, “add just so much to the support of pure
government, as sores do to the strength of the human body.” The very
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ferocity of his images expressed the violence -of his feelings. “When we. get
piled upon one another in large cities, as in. Europe,” he told Madison, “we
shall become corrupt as in Europe, and go to eating one another as-they do
there.” It was a universal sentiment among his followers. “No man should
w,\o\::Zm?mE.oH Macon used to say, “where he can hear his neighbour’s dog
ATk, - . o - :
Yet the plain political necessity of winning the labor -vote obliged a
change of mood. Slowly, with some embarrassment, the Jeffersonian prefer-
ences for the common man were enlarged to take in the city workers. In
1833 the New York Evening Post, declaring that, if anywhere, a large city of
mixed population would display the evils of universal suffrage, asked if this
had been the-case in New York and answered:-No. Amasa Walker set out
the samie year to prove that “great cities are not necessarily, as the proverb
says, ‘great sores,”” and looked forward cheerily to the day when they would
be “great fountains of healthful moral influence, sending forth streams that
shall fertilize and bless the land.” The elder Theodore Sedgwick added that
the cause of the bad reputation of cities was economic: “it is the sleeping in
garrets and cellars; the living in holes and dens; in dirty, unpaved, unlighted
streets, without the accommodations of wells, cisterns, baths, and other means
of cleanliness and health”—clear up this situation, and cities will be all right.
Jackson himself never betrayed any of Jefferson’s revulsion to indus-
trialism. He was, for example, deeply interested by the mills of Lowell in

(1833, and his inquiries respecting hours, wages -and production showed,

observers reported, “that the subject of domestic manufactures had previously
nnmmmmm his attentive observation.” His presidential allusions to the “pro-’
ducing classes” always included thé workingmen of the cities. . .

Inx

In “several .respects, then, the  Jacksonians revised: the Jeffersonian faith
for -America. They moderated that side of Jeffersonianism which talked of
agricultural virtue, independent proprictors, “natural” property, abolition of
industrialism, and expanded immensely that side which talked of economic
equality, the laboring classes,.human rights and. the control of industrialism.
‘This teadjustment enabled the Jacksonians. to attack economic problems
which had baffled and defeated the Jeffersonians. It made for a greater
realism, and was accompanied by a general toughening of the basic Jeffer-
sonian conceptions. While the loss of: “property” was serious, both symboli-
cally and intellectually, this notion had been for most Jeffersonians somewhat
submerged next to the romantic image of the free and virtuous cultivator;
and the Jacksonians grew much more insistent .about. theories of capitalist
alienation. Where, for the Jeftersonians, the tensions of class conflict tended
to dissolve in vague generalizations about the democracy and the aristocracy,
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This was not simply. anational movement.:It ‘was a-movement of all
people, everywhere, agatnst their masters, and the Jacksonians watched with
keen interest the stirrings of revolt abroad. Jackson and his cabinet joined
in the celebrations in Washington which followed the Revolution of 1830
in France; and Van Buren, as Secretary of State, ordered the new government
informed that the American people were “universally and enthusiastically in
favor of that change, and of the. principle upon which it was effected.” {The
Whigs, on the other hand, in spite of Clay's support of national revolutions
in Greece and South America, remained significantly lukewarm.) Lamennais,
the eloquent voice of-French: -popular aspirations, was read in Jacksonian
circles. The Paroles.d'un_Croyant. influenced Orestes A, Brownson, and in
1839 Le Livz¢ du Peuple: was published in-Boston under the title of The

B People’s Own Book, .ﬁm.ﬂ&mwmn by Nathaniel Greene, postmaster of Boston,
| brother of Charles Gordon-Greene of the Post and intimate of David
Henshaw. : - -

Democrats followed with similar enthusiasm the progress of the Re-
form Bill in England, while the Whigs sympathized with the Tories. The
Chartist uprisings at the end of the decade were greeted with delight by the
Democratic press. British reformers returned this interest. Not only Cobbett
and Savage Landor but. the veteran radical Jeremy Benthany. observed Jack-
son’s administration with .approval. Bentham, a friend of John-Quincy
Adams, had been disappointed.-at the triumph in 1828 of this military hero;
but.early in 1830, as he huddled by his hissing steam radiator, he heard read
aloud Jackson’s- first message to. Congress. The old man was highly -pleased
to discover greater agreement with the new President than with the old.
Later he wrote that lengthy and cryptic memorandum entitled Anti-Scnatica,
intended to aid Jackson in the problems of his administration.

Jacksonians everywhere had this faith in the international significance
| of their fight. For this reason, as well as from a desire to capture their: votes,
- Democratic leaders made special appeals to newly naturalized citizens. Where
| many Whigs tended to oppose immigration and demand sanctions -against
it, Democrats welcomed the newcomers with open arms and attacked the

nativist agitation. The.-United States. must remain a -refuge- from. tyranny.
“The capitalist class,” said Samuel J. Tilden, “has banded together all over
7 the world and organized the modern dynasty of. associated. wealth, which

maintains an unquestioned ascendency over most. of the civilized portions
of our race.” America was the. proving-ground .of democracy, and it was the
7-- mission of American Democrats to exhibit to the world the glories of
- sgovernment by. the people. They were on. the spearhead. of history. They
would not be denied. “With the friends of freedom throughout. the world,”
. declated Theophilus Fisk, “let us be co-workers.” “The People of the World,”
‘..cried Fanny Wright, “have but one Cause.”




